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IV. CUMULATIVE IMPACTS  
 
Cumulative impacts, as defined by CEQA, refer to two or more individual effects which, when 
combined, are considerable or which compound or increase other environmental impacts.  
Cumulative impacts may result from individually minor, but collectively significant projects taking 
place over a period of time.  The CEQA Guidelines state (§15130) that an EIR should discuss 
cumulative impacts “when the project’s incremental effect is cumulatively considerable.”  The 
discussion does not need to be in as great detail as is necessary for project impacts, but is to be 
“guided by the standards of practicality and reasonableness.”  The purpose of the cumulative analysis 
is to allow decision makers to better understand the potential impacts which might result from 
approval of past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects, in conjunction with the 
proposed project addressed in this SEIR. 
 
The Guidelines advise that a discussion of cumulative impacts should reflect both their severity and 
the likelihood of their occurrence.  To accomplish these two objectives, the analysis should include 
either a list of past, present, and probable future projects or a summary of projections from an 
adopted general plan or similar document. 
 
In order to meet the intent of the cumulative analysis requirement, the following discussion reflects 
the information available from the City of Santa Clara as of the date of circulation of this SEIR.  
Reasonably foreseeable cumulative development projects are listed in Table 4. 
 

Table 4 
Reasonably Foreseeable Cumulative Development Projects 

Development Use Size 
Vidovich Apartments 
City of Santa Clara Residential 228 apartments 

Vidovich Mixed-Use 
Development 
City of Santa Clara 

Residential/Commercial 64 apartments/8,800 sq. ft. 
retail 

Agilent Technologies Master Plan 
City of Santa Clara 

R&D/Office/ 
Manufacturing 1,552,500 square feet  

Toll Brothers/Calabazas Place 
City of Cupertino Residential/Commercial 400 residential units 

100,000-120,000 sq. ft. retail 
Vallco Fashion Park 
City of Cupertino Residential/Commercial 137 condominiums 

746 space parking garage 
Kaiser Santa Clara Medical Center 
City of Santa Clara 

Institutional 
(hospital)/Medical 

Office 

450-bed hospital, 675,000 
square feet of medical office 

buildings. 
 
The proposed project consists of a change to the development plans of a project currently under 
construction.  The project would not result in additional vehicular traffic on local roadways, 
development of a previously undisturbed area, or additional loss of open space.   
 
The 1995 Final EIR for the Kaiser Santa Clara Medical Center Replacement Project identified 
several significant cumulative impacts of the medical center project; significant cumulative 
transportation impacts, a significant cumulative air quality impact, and a significant cumulative 
impact to public services.   The proposed project, which would not increase vehicular traffic on 
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roadways or add a substantial number of additional helicopter flights in the region, would not 
contribute to cumulative transportation or air quality impacts.  
 

1. Cumulative Impacts 
 

Cumulative Noise Impacts 
 

Time-averaged noise measurements, such as Ldn and CNEL include penalties for nighttime 
noise emissions and reflect cumulative noise emissions and sources in urban environments. 
As discussed in Section III. B. Noise in this SEIR, under worst-case conditions of 
approximately 15 new overflight events per year, time-averaged noise levels (expressed in 
dBA Ldn) in neighborhoods in the vicinity of the Lawrence Expressway medical center 
campus would not noticeably increase.  Due to the relatively low number and the short 
duration of helicopter overflights, the proposed project would not considerably contribute to 
an exceedance of time-averaged noise guidelines or standards in the City of Santa Clara 
General Plan resulting from past, current and future projects in the area.  (Less Than 
Significant Cumulative Noise Impact) 

 
Cumulative Services Impacts 

 
The cumulative developments listed in Table 4 would increase demands on urban services, 
including water, sanitary sewer, police, and fire services.  The proposed project, construction 
and operation of a helipad for use by emergency air ambulances would not increase demands 
on these urban services.  Calls for assistance to the police department to assist with helicopter 
landings would decrease under the proposed project, which would be a beneficial impact.  
The proposed project would not contribute to any adverse impacts to public services.  (Less 
Than Significant Cumulative Services Impact) 

 
Cumulative Construction Impacts 

 
The proposed project and the cumulative development listed in Table 4 could result in the 
generation of construction noise and dust.  These would be temporary impacts.  With the 
exception of the Kaiser Permanente Medical Center, it is not anticipated that the timing of the 
proposed project would occur simultaneously with construction of one or more of the 
cumulative projects in the greater Santa Clara area.   

 
The Kaiser Permanente Medical Center Replacement Project includes measures, such as dust 
control measures and limits on construction hours, to reduce or avoid short-term impacts 
during construction.  The proposed project would be subject to these requirements, which 
would reduce or avoid cumulative construction impacts to a less than significant level.  (Less 
Than Significant Cumulative Construction Impacts) 

 
2. Conclusion 
 
The proposed project, along with other past, present and foreseeable projects, would not 
result in significant cumulative impacts.  (Less Than Significant Cumulative Impacts)  

 


